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Public Comment: 

JustChildren/Alliance for VA Children -  Called for: more accountability; funding of 
past SOQ recommendations; calculation of cost estimates for SOQ 
 
VASS -  Asked Board to: consider process over outcomes; to clarify the divisions 
of public education; to define flexibility and how it relates to SOQ without loss of 
funding; to clarify what in SOQ is unfunded or inadequately funded; to discuss 
unintended consequences and to look at prevailing practice. 
 
First Cities, VACo, etc. – Need better understanding of local expenditures versus 
state funding.  Noted that localities spent $3.2 B over required SOQ (Jan, 2012 ) 
– Board needs to hear why and on what and to look at prevailing methodology 
(inflation caps, policy changes to trim down SOQ costs; asked why state not 
contributing more in areas that are deemed important to citizens.  Requested a 
survey that is scientific and data-driven.  
 

Board comments: 

• Data is key 

• JLARC more appropriate entity to conduct such a survey (next budget 

cycle for rebenchmarking is not for another 1 ½ years).   

• Survey might overlay with Board mandate to report instructional 

expenditures (2012 legislation) 

• Administration and General Assembly have major influence on policy 

• Funding important but important also to remember that SOQ set out 

expectations of quality education 

• Where is money being spent locally and what is not captured in SOQ? 



• Concern over standards where state funding is insufficient  

• Would additional flexibility allow better use of funds to accomplish desired 

outcomes? 

• Incentives needed 

• High performing school divisions should be treated differently; need more 

tools to use against school divisions that are failing 

 

Dr. Wright: Difficult to structure SOQ and to define how they represent 
quality.  SOQ determine, to greatest extent, state funding; but main purpose 
is to represent a foundation program for K-12.  If all standards are outcome-
oriented, how much money is enough?  Ratios in SOQ are a foundation and 
are used for rebenchmarking – some standards are expectations and are 
funded outside SOQ (i.e., incentives and categorical).  Recommended that 
committee consider mix of cost drivers and standards not associated with 
funding and to build on existing SOQ.   
 
Committee will ask for public comment, hear from major stakeholders in June 

and July and conduct public hearings in early fall. 


